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Preliminary Analysis of Relationship between Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster and
University Enrollment Rates
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This study analyzes the impact of the Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster on university enrollment rates in the
disaster-stricken regions and provides insights into the relationship between disasters and educational choices. Using
aggregated data from the School Basic Survey on "post-graduation pathways," the study constructs a panel dataset at
the prefectural level, covering high school graduates' enrollment rates from 1983 to 2021. It identifies prefectures where
university enrollment rates declined immediately after the disaster and others with a gradual and sustained decrease or
stagnation. Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures witnessed a post-earthquake decline, while Iwate prefecture experienced

a gradual decrease.
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