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Trends in the Number of Volunteers and Factors Contributing to Their Participation in
the Great East Japan Earthquake
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This paper assesses the number of volunteers who worked in Iwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima prefectures affected by
the Great East Japan Earthquake between 2011 and 2017, and examines the factors that led to this trend. At total, 187
Disaster Volunteer Centers were set up mainly in three prefectures and 1,545,000 volunteers worked. The number
peaked in May 2011, due to the progress in infrastructure recovery and the first holiday after the disaster. Since then,
the number declined, but the Disaster Volunteer Centers were in operation for 7 years. The number of volunteers active

each month follows a certain pattern, with an increase in March and August. The reasons for this are assumed to be the

long vacations and the month in which the earthquake occurred.
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