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Response of Public Health Nurses to Children with Developmental Disabilities and their
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In this study, we conducted an interview survey of 17 public health nurses in 7 towns and villages in Futaba-gun,
Fukushima Prefecture, and extracted issues and responses of public health nurses to children with developmental
disabilities and their mothers following long-term and widespread nuclear power plant evacuation. The special law
enabled health checkups to be conducted at evacuation destination, however, the follow-up of the results is left to the
public health nurses at the original municipality. They are making efforts to build relationships with mothers and
children by visiting wide areas. Parent-child classes have been resumed at evacuation sites, and opportunities for
developmental screening, support, and consultation with mothers have been provided. The effects of the changes in the
family environment on the children's development continue, and long-term support is needed.
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