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A Study on the Evacuation and Business Recovery of Business Owners
in Nuclear Accident-Affected Areas:
A Case Study of Tomioka Town, Formerly Designated as Evacuation Order Zones
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This study aims to reveal long-term influences in Fukushima on business recovery by the nuclear power plant accident
in 2011. After the accident, local businesses were obliged to evacuate for a long period, due to the designation of
evacuation order. The length of the evacuation order might affect each business owner's decision of evacuation,
suspension of the business or the business resumption. Our study included (i) analyzing surveys of resumed businesses
by Commerce and Industry Associations, (ii) interviewing the Commerce and Industry Associations in Hirono and
Tomioka, and (iii) analyzing local newspaper articles on evacuation and business resumption in Tomioka. As a result,

regional differences, processes and challenges of business resumption were identified.
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