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Visiting Patterns of Disaster Memorial Facilities and Their Effect on Disaster
Preparedness Behavior Change
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This study aims to clarify the effective pattern of visiting the Disaster Memorial Facilities of the 2011 Great East
Japan Earthquake to change the disaster preparedness behavior in order to realize the effective disaster transmission by
utilizing the Disaster Memorial Facilities that are scattered over a wide area. We conducted an Internet survey among
visitors and non-visitors to the affected area (N=1,775). The results can be summarized as follows. 1) The patterns of
visits to the areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake were categorized into four major categories, depending
mainly on geographical conditions. 2) The program of seeing the damaged streets and learning about the disaster with
guides and storytellers is considered to be effective for changing disaster prevention behaviors.
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