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Why Individuals Participate in the Commemorative Ceremonies of the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami?

Ofisz 7'
Akiko IIZUKA'

VTRV E R e - EBRR TR 2 —

Center for International Exchange, Utsunomiya University

Ten years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami hit the Tohoku region of Japan in 2011
and many organizations organized tenth-year commemorative events on March 11, 2021. Commemorative events play
an important role in long-term recovery phase, but the motivations and purposes for participating in such ceremonies
vary depending on individuals. The purpose of this study was to explore why individuals participated in the tenth-year
commemorative ceremonies for the Great East Japan earthquake and tsunami. The study setting was an area called
“Yuriage,” a town located in Natori City in Miyagi Prefecture and a questionnaire survey and interviews were
conducted. The study found that participants had various reasons for joining the ceremony. Eighty percent of the
participants joined to pray for the dead, while 45 percent joined to share their emotions with others. Additionally, 40
percent answered that they joined with the intention of handing down the lessons and memories of the disaster to the

others.
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In remembrance: Post-disaster rituals and symbols.
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