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How do Young People View “Recovery” from the Great East Japan Earthquake?:
A Case Study of Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Prefecture
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Eleven years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. This study aims to understand how young people in
disaster-stricken areas view recovery, and the role of their perspective in recovery. We conducted semi-structured
interviews with young people in Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Prefecture, and followed this with thematic analyses. We
identified four themes: 1. positive and negative opinions about recovery, 2. definitions and perspectives of recovery, 3.
expectations related to recovery, and 4. attachment to home. Reconstruction of buildings and facilities has progressed
noticeably over the years. However other issues persist, such as vacant land in the suburbs and a shortage of job
opportunities and places where young people can easily gather. Further, our findings imply that young people pass on
their disaster and recovery experiences to others.
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