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A Study of the Impact of Gender Inequality on the Long-Term Damage Caused
by the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011
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The gender gap index published by the World Economic Forum in March 2021 ranks 120 and from
an international perspective, gender challenges are seen as severe among OECD member countries
(World Economic Forum, 2021). Thus, from an international perspective, women’s low political
participation and low wages due to gender differences are problematic. This study uses a literature
review and a cascade model to analyse how the situation of women’s political participation before the
Great East Japan Earthquake in the disaster-affected areas influenced the status of women after the
disaster. The study is aimed at understanding how the pre-disaster situation affected the disasters
outcomes rather than focusing solely on the damage after the disaster. This research will aid in
understanding pre-disaster gender issues in disaster-affected areas and developing disaster mitigation

responses from a gender perspective.
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