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Evacuation Behavior and Housing Recovery Following the Tsunami in Areas
Devastated by the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake
- Case Study of Otomo Rikuzentakada, Iwate -
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We surveyed victims’ evacuation behaviors from the Tsunami and housing recovery process after the Great Eastern
Japan Earthquake by conducting interviews in Mikkaichi and Morisaki in Otomo-cho Rikuzenntakada, Iwate. We
extracted some characteristic cases from the information gathered. There were many victims when the tsunami damaged
evacuation areas where people in the area usually gathered during emergencies.In Japan, there is a program in which
the national government subsidizes municipal governments to help communities in disaster areas rebuild their homes
together as a group. However, the local government must negotiate with multiple landowners to acquire a sufficiently
large area of land to convert to residential land.This requires a great deal of time and coordination. In the information
we collected on the housing recovery process, there was a case where a local real estate company was able to coordinate
a group relocation using a large area of land owned by one local landowner who was willing to sell. Because there were
few real estate companies in the area, many victims used the same agent, and it was possible to quickly move several
members of the community to the same area. There may be implications for other communities that have similar
conditions.

Keywords : evacuation behabior, housing recovery process, tsunami disaster, the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake
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