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Alternative use of daily life measures and community’s support for tsunami evacuees at
the initial stage of Great East Japan Earthquake disaster — A case of Kamisawa village,
Utatsu district in Minami-sanriku Town, Miyagi, Japan
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At the initial stage of the Great East Japan Earthquake disaster, community members of Kamisawa village in Minami-
sanriku Town started their support for tsunami evacuees in Utatsu Junior High School, one of the designated tsunami
evacuation centers in the Town. Well-prepated alternative sources for daily life (such as water and heat) and affluent
food stocks enabled the locals of Kamisawa to support the tsunami evacuees. While the importance of the alternative
sources during the emergency has been pointed out, few detailed analyses have been done in relation to the community
support for the disaster evacuees. This paper elucidates the local people’s use of alternative sources for daily life and
food stocks in Kamisawa during the Earthquake disaster.
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