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Municipalities’ preparedness for a winter earthquake and tsunami in Hokkaido
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If an earthquake and tsunami were to occur during winter, then their impact could be magnified by the additional
dangers of snow and cold temperatures. This paper studies the possible challenges involved in disaster management
during a winter earthquake and tsunami by analyzing results from a questionnaire distributed to 179 municipalities in
Hokkaido. The results indicate that many municipalities have been thinking about the problems that a winter earthquake
and tsunami disaster would pose, but few have actually adopted relevant disaster management policies or procedures.
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