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The concept of “dark tourism” is becoming popular nowadays. According to this concept, tourism is not for the 
purpose of only leisure but also to experience the grief or share the grief of people who have been impacted by death 
and tragedy. Japan has experienced a number of natural disasters such as earthquakes, volcano eruptions, and so on. 
Therefore, Japan can contribute toward developing this new type of tourism in academic research. In this paper, this 
new concept of tourism will be discussed, especially keeping in mind Japanese natural disasters. 
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