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Study on Issues of Introducing, Designing, and Managing US&R Training and Its 
Facilities at Municipal Fire Departments in Japan  
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   The Fire and Disaster Management Agency has issued an official notice asking municipal fire departments to 
promote paying efforts on urban search and rescue (US&R) training. However, inspite of this officially announced 
direction, relevant procedures, regulations, or standards have not yet been established. Consequently, few training 
facilities are safe, effective, and efficiently managed, and each fire department is facing difficulties and confusions, 
for example, fire persons unqualified in construction have to design and build training facilities and wrecked 
buildings are being increasingly used during their demolishing processes as substitutes for structural collapse training 
sites. This paper reports the actual state of this issue based on our field survey. 
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