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A study of disaster archives and transition  
from later Edo Period to the present day 
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Almost five years have passed since the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake. Even memories of the greatest natural 
disasters tend to be vague and will gradually diminish. This paper reviews current topics and the condition of research 
on historical natural disaster archives, focusing on disaster photos especially from the Edo period to the present day. 
The documentaries feature disaster archival footage and commentaries from disaster victims. The importance of the 
historical disaster archives is as follows. (1)Disaster history archives have to be used for preparation for future 
disasters. (2)We should use many of disaster victims’ information for practical use toward understanding disaster 
mitigation. 
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