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Analysis of the concentration of WEB news coverage to the specific municipalities
on the 2011 off the Pacific coast of Tohoku Earthquake
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In the 2011 off the Pacific coast of Tohoku earthquake, we observed a concentration of news coverage on the
damage and disaster response activities of specific municipalities and a high emphasis on the nuclear power plant
accident. The concentrated news coverage induced the concentration of aid activities such as distribution of relief
supplies and donations to the specific area. This problem has repeatedly happened in the past disasters. The purpose
of this research is to conduct a quantitative analysis of the municipalities that were repeatedly covered by the WEB
news reports during the emergency period after the Tohoku earthquake. The result showed that even if the damage
level is equally high, there was a difference in the amount of WEB news reports among the municipalities.
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