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Tsunami Awareness Survey in Hikkaduwa, Sri Lanka
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Hikkadua Area, located in the southwest of Sri Lanka, is one of the most popular tourist destinations and has been
attracting many visitors from abroad. Although the area had catastrophic damage by the Indian Ocean Tsunami of
2004, hotels and shops which were damaged by the tsunami have been rebuilt in the same location as before and it

has re-created the vulnerable situation against future tsunamis. In addition, many tourists who don’t know the local

disaster situation expands the vulnerability of the area. To help understanding the current vulnerability against the

tsunami disaster of the area, the author conducted a tsunami awareness survey which targeted residents, employees of

hotels and shops and local and foreign tourists. This paper presents the summary of the survey results.
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