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The Significance of Disaster Remains in the Disaster Area 

-A Case Study of Okushiri Island 
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� This study discusses the significance of disaster-related ruins and buildings.  In the Okushiri Island, the key 

stakeholders in the town consider buildings both survived from and established after 1993 tsunami as symbolic 

structures with tsunami memories attached.  The local storytellers often touch on anecdotes of the tsunami experience.  

Not only the former building survived with significant damage, but the new building also possesses important lessons 

to be shared with people outside the Island including the roles of building as a storage of emergency supplies and aid 

materials.  The paper suggests that we may be able to include post-disaster buildings to be considered as “disaster ruins” 

as long as there are some disaster-related memories embedded.  
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