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Community’s rebirth  through VDPO – Case Study in Tosashimizu Ctiy, Kochi  

Junko MIMAKI 

     National Museum of Ethnology 

   The Japanese government has promoted the Voluntary Disaster Preparedness Organization (VDPO) to build 
communities that are more sustainable and resilient to natural disasters. Through field survey and key informant 
interviews, it reveals that “residents’ participation system”, “information sharing” and “utilization of communal 
resources (human resources, communal traditional system and materials) are key factors to make VDPO activity 
effective.  In addition, it implies that residents’ collective actions for VDPO activities lead to local revitalization. 
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