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Ethnographical Research on the  Emergency Fire Response Teams  
under the Great East Japan Earthquake 
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   This paper presents an ethnographical research of the emergency fire response teams under the great east Japan 
earthquake. The emergency fire response teams were established in 1995 to support local fire forces in the disaster 
area for large scale disasters. Under the great east Japan earthquake, the emergency fire response teams were 
dispatched. Since the size of the disaster was so huge, there were so many problems to operate the teams. In this 
study, the ethnographical interview was carried out to the 48 members of the teams to identify lessons learned from 
their operations. Although the result is still tentative, however it is useful to discuss the future disaster preparedness. 
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