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Verification of the function of welfare evacuation centers for people with disabilities
in the Great East Japan Earthquake
—Analysis of Miyagi Prefecture earthquake record—
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The purpose of this study is to investigate the situation that disabled people were unable to use the welfare evacuation
centers and to clarify how the facilities and the administration recognize problems of the welfare evacuation centers
through analysis of the earthquake record which is stored in the Great East Japan Earthquake disaster collection in
Miyagi Prefecture. As a result, it was found that the welfare evacuation centers for people with disabilities were the
places that they didn’t know the existence in the first place, the places they gave up to access, the places that they could
not physically evacuate to, the places they could not to be referred to because of absence in the primary evacuation
centers, and the places that they were refused to enter into. And it was also shown that the facilities and the
administration were aware of problems such as shortage of manpower, mismatch of facility characteristics and evacuees,
difficulties in dealing with directly evacuated persons, lack of supplies, difficulties in closing time, difficulties in

communication by blocking means.
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