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Development of Teaching Materials to Instruct the Next Generation from the 
Experience of Evacuation and Sheltering From the Tsunami in the Great Eastern Japan 

Earthquake Devastated Areas 
- A Case Study of Sanrikuchoryori Ofunato, Iwate - 
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   This paper discusses the development of lessons to transfer the experience of evacuation and sheltering from the 
tsunami in the area devastated by the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake to the next generation. We surveyed the 
experience of those who evacuated and sheltered from the tsunami by conducting interviews in Sanrikuchoryori 
Ofunato, Iwate. From the information gathered by our interviews, we made a booklet of important lessons to transfer 
to the next generation in that area. With assistance from local residents, we also built wooden monuments to mark the 
highest point reached by the floodwaters of the tsunami in order to transfer awareness of the devastation of the 
tsunami to the next generation. We tried to develop an effective procedure to transfer lessons learned from 
experiencing an earthquake and tsunami to the next generation in a disaster stricken area. 
 
Keywords : to transfer lessons learned from experiencing an earthquake, evacuation, sheltering, tsunami disaster, the 

Great Eastern Japan Earthquake 
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