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Survivors’ Residential Relocation and Decision-Making Process associated with Self-
help Housing Reconstruction with Relocation after the Great East Japan Earthquake 

- Case Studies of Ishinomaki City in Miyagi Prefecture - 
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���This study focused on the self-help housing reconstruction with relocation in Ishinomaki City following the 
Great East Japan Earthquake in order to elucidate residential movement before and after the earthquake, changes in 
land use associated with the changes, and the process of the series of decisions made until reconstruction. It is proved 
that the motivation for relocation is a fear of the next tsunami and the aggressive withdraw from governments' group 
relocation projects because of its slow speed. This decision-making and reconstruction action has given significance 
influence for post-disaster recovery plan developed by local government that need to be revised. 
 
Keywords: self-help housing reconstruction with relocation, land use change associated with residential movement, 
questionnaire survey to survivors, Ishinomaki city, the Great East Japan Earthquake 
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