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The Conditions of “Isolated Death” Occurrences and Its Background

In Public Temporary Housing for Disaster
- Case of Miyagi Prefecture after the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011-
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This study analyzes the actual conditions and background of "isolated deaths" that occurred in areas struck by the
Great East Japan Earthquake. The public temporary housing in Miyagi Prefecture serve as the case example. Based
on data from the "autopsy report" provided by the prefectural police, statistical analysis was performed. The main
findings are as follows. 1) During the 6 years after the earthquake, there were 82 "isolated deaths." These cases
tended to occur more frequently for males than females and for the non-elderly under 65 years of age than the elderly.
2) The 3 factors of "non-elderly males," "alcoholic tendencies," and "no job and no income" serve as risks for
isolation, and it can be thought that these factors delayed discoveries after the "isolated deaths." 3) Delayed

discoveries tended to occur more frequently in small-scale housing complexes located in urban areas.
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