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The Possibilities and the Points for the Construction of the “Japanese FEMA”: 
Recommendations on Disaster Response for the National Government and 

Local Governments 
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   This is a study on the concept of the public disaster response in Japan. It has been said that the Japanese national 
government, through its experiences of the Great East Japan Earthquake, as well as the Great Hanshin-Awaji 
Earthquake, should unify its disaster response in a similar way to that of the USA's FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency). This article explains that FEMA does not unify its disaster response, but directly operates six 
core functions including Information and Planning, Mass Care, and Search and Rescue. Furthermore, this article 
states that the national government should recognize its role in supporting the local governments, and that it is 
necessary that local governments be strengthened for disaster response. 
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