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Long-term Demographic Analysis with the Cohort Component Method
in the Areas affected by the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, 1995
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In the aftermath of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995, there was a massive population outflow from the
afflicted areas. Subsequently, however, some of the areas have seen not only population recovery to the pre-
earthquake levels but also long-term population increase trends. In this study, we analyzed population trends by age
group (birth cohort) in stricken areas from 1985 to 2010 in order to clarify how its population actually recovered
after the disaster. The results showed that in severely damaged areas, there were significant changes in the
demographic patterns by age group and that the key factor for those areas to achieve the trend of a social increase in
population was whether they were chosen as places to live when people started their professional careers.

Keywords: Kobe Earthquake, population recovery, social change of population, long-term demographic analysis,
cohort component method, mixed-use neighborhoods
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