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I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to the ISSS for this recognition. It is truly an honor to
receive this award which | share with my co-authors and everyone who helped me through this research.
First of all, a heartfelt thanks to my adviser Dr. Shigeo Tatsuki. Through his generous guidance, patience
and encouragement | am able to reach my potential. A special thanks to my colleagues in Doshisha
University for their help and support. Finally, I am forever indebted to the government employees and
citizens of Hyogo-ku, Kobe city for teaching me that by working together, disability does not necessarily
equate to vulnerability neither in everyday life nor in time of disaster. This award has given me renewed
energy to continue learning more about how to reduce vulnerability from risk for a safer society.
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