
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Toward for Construction of Standard Operating Procedure on Fire Damage Assessment 

for Issuing Disaster Victim Certificate 
- Case of Large-scale Fire Damage in Itoigawa City, Niigata, Japan - 
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  On December 22, 2016, a large-scale fire engulfed 147 buildings in urban areas where wooden houses were densely 
built-up in Itoigawa city. Since it was spread widely by strong winds, the Cabinet Office judged to be "wind damage" 
of natural disaster, and decided to apply the Act on Support for Reconstructing Livelihoods of Disaster Victims as the 
first time in fire. However, an assessment method for fire damage did not be specified in the guidelines by Cabinet 
Office. For such situations, Itoigawa city adopted own way to replace fire survey result with damage assessment for 
issuing disaster victim certificates. In this research, in order to construct a standard operation procedure on fire 
damage assessment, we investigated the response process of Itoigawa city and organized current challenges. 
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