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Spatial Characteristics of Changes in Population and Demographic Characteristics 
Caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami 

 
LMNO PQ1

RS T�
2 

Masayuki YOSHIMUTA1 and Norio MAKI2 
 
1 UVWXWXYZX[\µ]���� 
     Graduate School of Engineering, Department of Architecture and Architectural Engineering, Kyoto University 
2 ���� 	
��
 
     Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University  
 
   Aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in 2011, many victims were forced to move away from 
their homes due to of the damage of the tsunami. It caused a huge displacements, which might be a trigger of 
transformation of the population and demographic characteristics in impacted communities. This study aims to capture 
the spatial characteristics of the changes in Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Pref. and Ishinomaki City in Miyagi Pref. The 
result indicate that people in both city generally moved from coastal areas to inner land, however the demographic 
characteristics turns out assymmetrically. Population at the coast declines in Rikuzentakata, while population remains 
at some part of coastal area in Ishinomaki. 
 
Keywords : Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, Housing Recovery, Demographic Characteristic, 

 National Census, Spatial Characteristics. 
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