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Study on the Issues of Commuters Who Have Difficulty Returning Home in the
Affected Areas of Tohoku and Kita-Kanto District at the Great East Japan Earthquake
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International Research Institute of Disaster Science, Tohoku University

In this study, authors reviewed the related documents to grasp the issues of commuters who have difficulty returning
home at the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011 in the affected areas of Tohoku and Kita-Kanto district. Then, we
conducted interview survey on the issue to the local government officers in charge of disaster management in the areas.
Based on these, the authors revealed the characteristics of the issues compared to that in Tokyo metropolitan region.
We indicate that the local government should careful to accept the commuters in the shelter for local refugees and that
countermeasures are necessary to the issue caused by the stoppage of Shinkansen in the area along its railroad.
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