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Japan has been tackling with various serious problems caused by rapid urbanization including increase of risks by 

natural disasters for a long time and succeeded to avoid large increase by controlling creation of new urban areas. 

Major tools for the control are 1) land readjustment projects and develpment projects by public organizations, and 2) 

development permit based on the City Planning Act 1968 along with guidance by municipalities. This paper shows 

overview of the development permit, which has not been introduced in detail, analyze it and draw lessons for 

developing countries which have similar problems caused by rapid and uncontrolled urbanization.
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