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Actual Condition and Effectiveness of Memorial Services  
Conducted in front of Tsunami Monuments 
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  It is important for local residents to be continuously associated with tsunami monuments. In this paper, we investigated 
an effectiveness of the actual condition of  memorial services which were conducted in front of tsunami monuments in 
Hirono town and Fudai village,  by participant observation, document analysis, and interview survey. Consequently, it 
can be clarified that memorial services in both areas were not just perfunctory memorial ceremonies but substantial 
opportunities for memorial and tradition that local residents participate in independently. It is possible that 
consciousness for tsunami disasters of local residents were prevented by independent and continuous maintenance of 
tsunami monuments with specific intentions in both areas.  
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