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Information Transfer for Emergency Shelters in Kashiwazaki City
after the 2007 off Chuetsu Niigata Earthquake
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The 2007 Off Chuetsu, Niigata earthquake occurred in holiday morning hours in July. People taking temporary
shelters reached 12% of the Kashiwazaki city population, 93,700 at 82 locations. Emergency information was
broadcast thru municipal wireless radio and community FM station. Lists of sheltering people were prepared in each
local shelter in different manner, but not in systematic and unified digital formats suitable for quick information
sharing with the response headquarter. Safety identification of 9,000 elderly people took 5 days after the earthquake,
since official welfare and life assistance committee members took the responsibility of the job. Some of rural
communities played key roles for early earthquake response. The ad-hoc wireless LAN network systems proposed
by the authors are likely to be effectively utilized for information sharing in post-earthquake emergency conditions.
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