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The Roles and Possibility of “Core Victims” who Support Reconstruction of
Community and Life after the Great East Japan Earthquake
— Taking the Example of Evacuation Center Operation by the Voluntary Disaster
Reduaction Organization in Rikuzentakata City —
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When a large disaster comparable to the Great East Japan Earthquake happens, the administrative function severely
declines due to the facts such as local municipal employees in the afflicted area fall victims to the disaster. Under
such circumstances, the formulae such as administration = those who support and residents = those who are supported
are not available, so afflicted people get into a situation where they can’t help but play the roles public help have
traditionally played for themselves in collaboration with each other. In this paper, we indicate the importance of
existence and roles of “core victims” who constitute the core of reconstruction of community and life in order to
supplement such “disaster limitation”. Also, taking the example of activities of voluntary disaster reduction
organization in Rikuzentakata City which has operated the evacuation center mainly by the power of citizens soon
after the earthquake, we discussed the possibility of and roles the exercise of independence of “core victims” play in
local reconstruction.

Keywords : Core Victims, Voluntary Disaster Reduction Organization, Reconstruction of Community and Life,
Evacuation Center Operation, The Great East Japan Earthquake
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