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   On September 21, 1999 at 1:47, Taiwan was hit by a 7.3magnitude earthquake named Chi- Chi. Many buildings collapsed 
and 2500 people died in the earthquake. 

Some of the people who died in the earthquake lived in middle, low-rise buildings, but many people lived in the high-rise 
assembly residence buildings. 
For example, 87 people died in the “Don-Shin building” in Taipei city, 43 people died in the “Doctor’s Home building” in Taipei
county. 
     Because of suitable land is scarce in Taiwan, many people are living in the High-Rise assembly residence  building. 
The aim of this study is not only to examine the natural destructive effects of this earthquake but also to examine the human errors.

For example, the faults during the architecture design stage, the faults during the construction stage, and the faults during the
stage of private use. Finally, I try to provide suggestions for policy makers, designers and constructors. 
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