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The Role and Challenges of the Private Sector played in the Self-help Housing
Recovery with Relocation after the Great East Japan Earthquake
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The housing reconstruction was characterized as “self-help housing recovery with relocation” after the Great East
Japan Earthquake. Our research analyzes private sectors’ roles and challenges they face by using the data collected by
interviewing these companies that were involved with “self-help housing recovery with relocation” in Rikuzentakata
city. There were many cases where private companies contributed to the communities by securing the land for
victims, dealing with transforming farmlands into housing lot, and holding a meeting for the victims to express their
needs. The public sector could not do all these. On the other hand, we have learned that there are still some problems
such as lack of service and system that will invigorate the local companies’ activities.
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