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A Proposal for a New System to Better Promote Earthquake Resistent Wooden Houses 
in the Countryside 
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   Following the Kobe-Awaji Earthquake, many local governments assessed the damage and created subsidy systems 
to make old wooden houses more earthquake resistant, but the system has not achieved its intended result. Using 
insights from Game Theory, and with the help of local residents themselves, this research project was able to produce 
positive results. We studied possible ways to increase the earthquake resistance. We began with a questionnaire of 
residents in the older style of wooden dwelling. Based on the survey results we considered possible systems and their 
effectiveness. In addtion we interviewed the neighborhood heads about the obstacles and issues in a such a new 
system. 
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