
 No.31, 2012. 11 

Post-tsunami Reconstruction Process in Ryori district, Ofunato City, Iwate Prefecture 
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   This paper examines the process of post-tsunami reconstruction in Ryori district, Ofunato City, Iwate Prefecture. 
Ryori district is known for the highest tsunami height in 1896 Meiji Sanriku Tsunami and their success of collective 
relocation projects after 1933 Showa Sanriku Tsunami. However, the tsunami in March 11 2011 caused a devastating 
damage to the district. Providing an overview of the the reconstruction process from March 2011 to June 2012, we 
analyze the process not as rebirth of community but a dynamic interaction among existing and newly-emerged groups 
in and beyond the district. Our analysis indicates the importance to explore the history of the area to understand the 
dynamism of reconstruction.  
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