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Local Community FM Broadcasting to Support the Hearing Impaired during a Disaster
~ The Use of Social Media in the Present and Future~
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The usefulness of the information by the local community FM broadcasting during disasters was reported by
several papers. In this research, a questionnaire to 39 local community FM radio stations in 9 prefectures, where it is
predicted more than 10 million people could die, asked about information sharing to the hearing impaired during
disasters. Only one station answered that they were trying to share information visually by Facebook for the hearing
impaired. According to the survey, 26 stations are using SNS regularly. It means if only they continue sharing the
information via SNS when a natural disaster occurs, the hearing impaired could get one new available information

resource.
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