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A Study on Mgor Fire Prevention Policies in the City of Edo (Tokyo)
—Transition of Fire Prevention Circumstance from Kyoho to Kelo—
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The palicies of urban fire prevention in Edo almost reached fruition by the Kyoho period. The three main fire
prevention policies were: 1) setting up fire-safety vacant lots, 2) organization of fire company, and 3) architectural
regulation for fire prevention. These three fire prevention policies feature their mutua linkage in their
implementation. However, the number of fire-safety vacant lots gradually decreased after the Kyoho period, the
architectural regulation for fire prevention was eased, regarding the fire-fighting organization, organizations on the
side of samurai families diminished little by little, and the linkage between three policies weakened. At the end of
Edo Period, Machibikeshi (town fire fighters) came to be in charge of fire prevention in Edo thoroughly.
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