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EERI 10 2005 18
20 1984
7
164
11 10
6 4
2
2
9
1 17
2 16
3 16
4 18
5 GIS 18
6 20
7 12
8 1
9 14
2

Resolution of the 1% International Conference on Urban Disaster Reduction

Kobe, Japan
January 18, 19, 20, 2005

Wher eas, the 1st International Conference on Urban Disaster Reduction, meeting in Kobe, Japan on the 10th
anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, and the 11th anniversary of the Northridge Earthquake,

33



was convened as a meeting of many nations, cultures, academic disciplines and practitioners in a conference
to address sustainable disaster risk reduction in urban regions, building on seven bilateral workshops held
between 1984 and 2003 by the Ingtitute of Social Safety Sciences and the Earthquake Engineering Research
Institute; and,

Whereas, urban communities, have, in the last two decades, been confronted with unprecedented human,
economic and cultural losses resulting from natural and manmade disasters; and,

Whereas, the continuing urbanization of world communities increases their vulnerability and risk of
catastrophic manmade and natural disasters; and,

Whereas, the recent disasters in Bam, Izmit, Chi Chi, Kobe, New York City, Niigata, Northridge and the
Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami, illustrate the critical need for strengthening disaster mitigation
activities, building aert, warning and emergency response capability, and planning for recovery in ways that
are consistent with the cultural diversity of the world’'s communities and their sustainable economic
development; and,

Whereas, disaster investigators are collecting invaluable but perishable data, images and documentation of
damage that will serve asthe basis for future advances in theory and practice of disaster reduction; and,

Whereas, cities are conceptualized as self organizing systems which seek to return to a stable state; and
disaster response and recovery are complex, multidimensional, non-linear processes; and,

Whereas, new tools are available to share and exchange innovations in technology that enable risk
assessment, collaboration among nations and the rapid dissemination of hazard warnings; and,

Wher eas, advances is technology must be accompanied by advances in organizational and human systemsin
order to make practical, timely and cost effective mitigation, response and recovery available.

Therefore, be it resolved that the 1st International Conference on Urban Disaster Reduction by this
Resolution:

Promotes and supports the expansion of research and improvement to mitigation, preparedness, response and
recovery through a continuing exchange of information and personnel in the global community; and, further
resolves:

That international collaboration become formalized to support dissemination of new technologies in risk
assessment, disaster evaluation and mitigation; and,

That investigative reports, images and data be archived and made available electronically to the research and
professional community; and,



That sustainable and culturally sensitive participatory hazard mitigation be incorporated as a tenant of all
societies and levels of government; and,

That recent innovations in the technologies of risk assessment and communication, mitigation, response and
recovery be promoted and utilized to expedite mitigation and speed response and recovery in the global

community; and,

That research be trandated to practical applications of simple, available and cost effective practices for the
creation of disaster resilient communities.

Through these actions and future multi-lateral meetings, we affirm our commitment to advancing research
and practice toward reducing human and cultural losses in future disasters on this planet.
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